
                     The First Requirement of a Pastor: Prayer 

 

        A House of Prayer 

 

Jesus declared: “My house shall be called a house of prayer” (Isaiah 56:7; Matthew 21:13). 

 

Whether it’s a cathedral     , a hospital chapel          , or a hut on a mountainside       — the true 

purpose of God’s house is prayer. 

 

   If the church is to be a house of prayer, then its shepherd must be a man of prayer. 

❌ Without prayer, a pastor becomes a performer. 

✅ With prayer, he becomes a vessel. 

 

 

       Biblical Qualifications 

 

Scripture gives clear requirements for pastors (also called elders or overseers): 

 

✦ 1 Timothy 3:1–7 — Above reproach, sober-minded, hospitable, able to teach, not greedy, 

managing his household well. 

✦ Titus 1:5–9 — Blameless, faithful in marriage, not arrogant or quick-tempered, holding firmly to 

sound doctrine. 

✦ 1 Peter 5:2–3 — Shepherding willingly, humbly, and as an example to the flock. 

 

These describe character         and doctrine      — but beneath them lies something unspoken: 

     dependence on God through prayer. 

 

 

      The Apostolic Pattern 

 

The apostles knew the foundation of ministry: 

“We will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.” (Acts 6:4). 

 

  Before they preached, they prayed. 

  Before they appointed leaders, they prayed. 

  Before they sent missionaries, they prayed. 

  When they suffered, they prayed. 

 

For them, prayer was not an accessory       . 

It was the engine          . 

 

 

❓ Why Prayer First? 

 

   Prayer aligns the pastor with God’s will.    

Without it, sermons become opinions. 



 

   Prayer strengthens the pastor for spiritual battles.            

Without it, he stands unarmed. 

 

   Prayer intercedes for the people.             

Without it, the flock is uncovered. 

 

   Prayer humbles the heart.    

Without it, pride will destroy the man and the ministry. 

 

   Leonard Ravenhill once said: 

 

“No man is greater than his prayer life. The pastor who is not praying is playing; the people who are 

not praying are straying.” 

 

 

✅ A Simple Conclusion 

 

The world    may measure pastors by charisma, education    , or success       . 

 

But heaven        measures them by whether they pray. 

 

The most basic requirement of a pastor is not eloquence     , not leadership style      , not even 

formal training          — but a life anchored in prayer. 

 

For if the church is to be a house of prayer, then its shepherd must be, first and foremost, a man on 

his knees. 

 

                     Amen. 
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