Confrontation, Witnesses, and Restoration: A Biblical Pattern
(] The Principle of Confrontation

Conflict is inevitable in human relationships, even within the church. The Bible gives us a clear
framework in Matthew 18:15-17:

£} Private Confrontation — “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you
and him alone. If he listens, you have gained your brother.”

3 With Witnesses — “But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every
charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.”

E) Before the Church — “If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to
listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.”

~ The goal at each stage is always restoration — to win back your brother or sister.

%/ The Old Testament Foundation

Jesus builds on Deuteronomy 19:15:

“A single witness shall not suffice ... only on the evidence of two or three witnesses shall a charge be
established.”

This law ensured fairness and dignity. One voice could not condemn; truth required confirmation.

/. Witnesses in the New Testament
Jesus reaffirmed this in church life. Witnesses bring accountability, transparency, and fairness.

¢ 2 Corinthians 13:1 — “Every charge must be established by the evidence of two or three
witnesses.”

¢ 1 Timothy 5:19 — “"Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or
three witnesses.”

God's standard of justice remains consistent: truth requires confirmation.

@ The Heart Behind the Command



Though structured like a legal process, the heart is pastoral love.

The purpose is to gain a brother (Matthew 18:15).

Separation only comes after stubborn refusal.

Even then, remember Jesus still loved tax collectors and Gentiles — but He recognized them as
outside fellowship until repentance.

~ Application for Today
The church must still follow this pattern:

¢ Private first — protect dignity, avoid gossip.

¢ Then witnesses — fairness and mediation.

¢ Then the church — community accountability.

This safeguards the innocent, restores the repentant, and preserves the integrity of Christ's body.

5 Conclusion

From Moses to Jesus to Paul, the message is clear:

© One witness is never enough.

Two or three confirm truth.

¢ The church is the final court of appeal.

This is not cold legalism — it is God's wisdom for building communities of grace, justice, and
reconciliation. When followed rightly, it reflects the very heart of Christ, who came not to condemn

but to restore.
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