


© When the Signal Fails: What Holds Us Together?

We live in a hyperconnected world.
Messages travel instantly. Faces appear on screens. Communities are formed with a click.

But here’s the real test:

If the internet failed tomorrow... would our communities still stand?
Would anyone notice you were missing?

Would your children have someone local to talk to?

Would our society know how to function without logging in?

This isn’t a sci-fi scenario. Outages, censorship, cyberattacks, and algorithmic collapse are all real
possibilities. But more important than whether they’ll happen is this:

Why haven’t we already built systems that can survive them?

(> Connection is not Community

Being online isn’t the same as being known.
Scrolling isn’t the same as being seen.

Millions depend on digital spaces for support — especially youth, the disabled, the isolated, and the
marginalized. When access vanishes, it’s not just messages lost — it’s identity, safety, and belonging.

And when tech fails, it’s often these very people who fall through the cracks.

@ Surveillance # Safety

In response to harm online, we often reach for control:
More monitoring. More tracking. More bans.

But spyware is not support.
Suspicion doesn’t build trust.

Surveillance does not make us whole.

We cannot replace screen addiction with control systems and call it community.



We need something real.

%{ What Should Already Be in Place

We should already have:

@ Media and emotional literacy
& Local, face-to-face relationships
#> Safe physical spaces for con

$:. Systems of care that do algorithms
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They’re essentials
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